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School Readiness Evening
Thursday 21t March

MERLEY FIRST
SCHOOL
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Shawving . Listening & undevstomding
Our Aums
*Find out what ‘School Readiness’
means

Howing cooramation - CONSider ways you can support — Ceopevating
your child at home
*Explore resources that can help
your child

Speaking cleavly in
sewtewces



THE BRAIN IS THE ONLY
ORGAN NOT FULLY
DEVELOPED AT BIRTH.

OF CRITIGAL BRAIN
DEVELOPMENT HAPPENS IN
THE FIRST FIVE YEARS OF LIFE.



Bill Gates

@ cuotefancy
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A child who is ready for school is more likely to meet their full potential, when .Z‘ e '
they start school, and in life beyond the school gates. o

“School Readiness is when a child holds curiosity and enthusiasm for the world"
around them. This can be summed up in the following core skills:

Speaking cleawly in

sentences Co-opevarting Shawing

Listening & undevstamding Hawing co-ovdination

It's not...
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Showivxg cuviosity amd
enwthusiosm

I need to have lots of fun
opportunities to explore the world
around me
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Bd “Wﬁqt does that look like in a ‘school readg’ chlld’?
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Using talk to imagine, connect ideas, explain what is
happening, anticipating what might happen next

Becoming more confident Showing an interest in Enjoying carrying out Asking questions
in new situations learning new things small tasks
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Shaving
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Talk about feelings and begin to understand Kind Hands Don't Hurt
how others might be feeling. Develop appropriate ways of being assertive.

Beginning to accept the needs of others, taking
turns and sharing resources - sometimes with
support from an adult.

Being friendly, initiating play and conversations. Forming
good relationships with peers and familiar adults.
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?; What can you do to support at home?

*Spend time playing with your child.

*Model taking turns, waiting for resources, sharing
equipment

*Praise

*Play games which encourage turn taking and
sharing e.g. snakes and ladders

*Share a story together
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Listenmg & umdevstomding

. I enjoy talking about stories
. we have shared together.
You can help by giving me
simple instructions to
follow.
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“What does that look like in a ‘school readg" child?

Enjoy listening to stories and join in with repeated Understand a question or

refrains, anticipating key events and phrases. instruction that has two parts Understands use of
objects

Focusing attention - still Understand a

Keeps play going by responding to  Listens to others one to one Y K .
Why" question.

what others are saying or doing. or in small groups, when listen or do, but .can shift
conversation interests them own attention.



E\ -~ What can you do to support at home?

BROADSTONE
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*Spend time interacting with your child
*Comment on what you can see/hear when
you're outside

*Play games that encourage listening and
understanding e.g. Kim's Game

*Do activities that involve the children
following instructions e.g. cooking

*Share stories together and ask follow up
simple questions
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SPeo\\cmg Cleavly i TS
sewtrenwces

~g==4gy If I can talk clearly, I will be able
. ) ‘ to ask for help when I need it and

e TF =7 my friends and adults will

understand what I am saying
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fgWhat does that look llke in a ‘school ready chlld'?

)L)

.,)J

LUOCQ‘DW : v
| > Confident to talk to other

Use a wide range of vocabulary Can retell a simple past event in correct order children when playing. Use
focused on objects and people (eg went down slide, hurt finger) longer sentences.
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Jhia Dcraldson  Axel Schegfler
. \ M

St : : : Express a point of view
, . Shows confidence in asking P s f :
Sing a large repertoire of songs and rhymes and start a conversation and use

talk about/retell familiar books. aculteherieh talk to organise their play
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What can you do to support at home?""-f

BROADSTONE

*Play and interact with your child
*Remove dummies

*Encourage thumbs out

*Turn the radio off whilst driving and talk
*Limit screen time

*Parrot back the correct way of speaking
*Model good speaking and listening
behaviours - stopping and looking

*Read, role play, play with friends

fr

You are your child’s first
and most powerful role
model.




@ Using the toilet, washing my hands

. and learning how to get dressed by
® muyself will really help me at school




Staggering number of children entering school
ill-prepared for the educational journey ahead

CHILDREN | SCHOOLS | EDUCATION | @WednesdayZB February 2024 at 9:15am

Staggering number of children entering school ill-prepared for the
educational journey ahead | ITV News (up to 56 seconds)

Y i LIVE FILMS CATEGORIES NEWS MY LIST ﬁ%,
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https://www.itv.com/news/2024-02-28/staggering-number-of-children-entering-school-ill-prepared-research-says
https://www.itv.com/news/2024-02-28/staggering-number-of-children-entering-school-ill-prepared-research-says
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Eat independently, learning Become increasingly independent Become increasingly independent in meeting
how to use cutlery. as they get dressed and their own care needs: brushing teeth, using

undressed. the toilet, washing hands.

Make healthy choices. Observes the effects of activity on their bodies
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What can you do to support at home? -

Toileting
"Be cor;ls.ilztent and work together with IF YOU ARE
your child’s setting
*Comfortable clothing WP ERyg l?(/TENT
*Encourage children to be independent | = S
*Positive encouragement GETIT
IF YOU ARE

’CONSISTENT
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What can you do to support at home?

Dressing

*Allow children choice in what they wear to increase interest and independence

*Encourage children to have a go
*Dressing up opportunities (role play, dolls etc)
*Stickers in shoes to help recognise which foot they go on
*Coat hacks!
*Simple fastenings - no laces!
*Allow extra time for dressing
*Be positive and patient!
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Do the flip trick!

- ST ETE
i Now flip it! Flip your

I Can Put On My Own Coat -

Slide your
arms into
the armholes.

yo
coat over your head.
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What can you do to support at home?

Eating
*Practise using cutlery — playdough
*Adults modelling good table manners
*Sit down dinner times
*Fine motor activities to build up finger
strength
"Role play opportunities
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Hawing co-ovAinatiow

I will learn best if I am
encouraged to be active from
the tips of my fingers to the

ends of my toes
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Moves freely and with pleasure and Draws lines and circles using gross Show a preference for a
confidence in a range of ways. motor movements. dominant hand.

Use a comfortable grip with good Use one handed tools. Understands that equipment and tools
control when holding pens or pencils. have to be used safely



\ LIRSS
55

Gross motor skill development involves the large muscles in the arms, legs and torso. Gross motor

g_cttvmes are important to everyday physical activities like walking, running, throwing, llftmg,"ktckmg
etc. Gross motor abilities also form the basis for fine motor skills.

Playground Activities

Crab Walk Bear Walk
S BE
1 Zﬂ ’\\ 1 bk E -
Snake Crawl Donkey Kick
- | - o
1 2 1 2

Animal walks Vertical working Sweeping


https://www.chrichmond.org/therapy-services/occupational-therapy/developmental-milestones/fine-motor-skills-birth-to-2-years
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Tweezers
Threading
Pinterest



= | can share toys
& take tums

= | like playing
games with
others

« | like interacting
with other

children

5 * | enjoy fearning
I am interested 0 explo

RJ

= Nursery Resowrces 2015

“PIONNg new activities or -
* | like asking questions

= | can open my packed lunch on my own
* | am confident at opening

racy

gpeaking &' re DOOKS
P o & ook at picty & feelings lisfemng e
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Everyone
starts school
with different

abilities - your
teacher will help
YyOou progress
at your own
level.

about the world around me
environments

Eating
* | can use a knife & fork

! kn,
wrappers & packaging °“,' Wwhen to wash My hands
1580 ask for heqp i 7, 105e : ' on
don't fee; . i 0n
ool weq ‘C??bum&.m‘,"onm
. O&npmmy nah Y shirt
a1 change into my oes &
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* | can go to the toilet on my own,

This tracker helps you and your child prepare for school.

School

®
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Writing skills

« | Kke tracing patterns & colouring in
« | enjoy making marks
« | am practising holding a pencd

&

wipe myself properly & flush

= | can wash & dry my hands without any heip

= | have practised
putting on

my uniform &
getling ready 10
leave on time

* | have a good
bedtime routine
so I'm not feeling
tired for school

What are yovu
looking forward
fo the most?

is there
anything you're

unsure of?

= I'm leaming
to eat at the
times | will on
oy
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2 familyshare ...

A child is like a butterfly
«* in the wind.
Some can fly higher than ofﬁrs,
but each one flies the best it can.
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Why compare one against the other?
Each one is dfferent.
Each one is special.

Each one is beautifid.

~ Quthor Unknown




Thank you for
listening!

We hope you enjoy exploring
some of the activities.
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